AUDUBON INTERVIEW

The Belize Audubon society has been working in conservation for so long in Belize that people literally think that we take care of everything! For example, if there were wildlife that is stranded, they would call the Belize Audubon Society. The other day we had, from the National Assembly, a lady called us to take care of the birds. We do some of that, but the forest department has a wildlife department that deals with that so we refer to them. It is exciting because people do associate us with the environment and everything that has to do with it. 

People come to us for education and policies. If it’s an issue in the southern districts, they will call us and tell us ‘You need to do something about it’. It’s fascinating, although sometime, for me, it’s such a huge responsibility. We do whatever we need to do, whole-heartedly, because we believe that conservation is a serious part of our daily lives. 

Belize is known as a leader in conservation because we have protected a lot of the natural resources we have. We have protected about 24% of our national territory. These areas are in some form of protection, either as a national park, a nature reserve, a wildlife sanctuary, a forest reserve or a marine reserve.  There are a lot of these areas set aside as protected areas. 

The Belize Audubon Society is a non-government organization that has been working in conservation for the past 38 years. It’s the oldest conservation organization in Belize. Our mission is to work on the sustainable management of our natural resources. We aim a creating a balance between the people and the environment. We believe, strongly, that we need to do conservation with a human face and heart. It’s not just about the physical environment but also about the people in the environment. Our work reflects that. 

We do a lot of environmental education and a lot of community development. We advocate for proper sustainable development and we also do particular area management. Those are the four areas that we worked in. We have been doing it for the past 38 years in the country. It is important to conserve because we only have one earth.

We continue to impact the earth in a negative way. Sometime we do that intentionally and sometimes unintentionally. Nonetheless the degradation continues. The resources we have are limited. We cannot continue to do the things we have done forever because the earth would be affected. Therefore we must be able to have areas that are conserved because they would provide those vital functions -- environmental services -- like providing clean waters. If we protect watersheds, in effect we are protecting waterways. So people have access to clean water. If we protect trees, we are protecting the lungs of the earth. If we protect birds, birds are an excellent indicator of the quality of the environment. If we conserve these natural resources, I believe that as human beings, we are part of the environment.

Of course, we need to use some of those resources. Obviously in the conservation community we advocate that we need to do be able to do it in a sustainable fashion, and also do it equitably. All of us need to have access to clean water, clean air, and those basic necessities. Sometimes we take it for granted. Therefore conservation serves that purpose. 






