LEE SIMMONS

We’re doing a lot of these large, immersion exhibits. So the Lied Jungle, when we built it, was the largest and best cutting-edge exhibit of its kind in the world. The other thing we have, that the general public doesn’t see, is a very aggressive and cutting-edge research and conservation department. We have 34,000 square feet of laboratory space dedicated to research and conservation. Rain forests all around the world… Wherever you find a rain forest, they are inevitability endangered. They’re being cut down at an absolutely alarming rate. Every year we lose rain forest area that’s larger than the state of Nebraska, simply from clear-cutting. And some of those rain forests never come back. Some of them will take 100 to 200 years to come back. What we want people to do is to come in here and experience the rain forest, to have a total immersion experience. Therefore when we talk about how important rain forests are, they have a tendency to believe. And hopefully then, after having experienced our rain forest, if they have the opportunity, they will do something to help preserve and conserve the natural habitat. There are not enough zoos in the world to save all of the species of both plants and animals. The only way we are going to save the species is to save the natural habitat in the wild.

